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THE POWER TO WITNESS • The Holy Spirit
What Do I Need to Know About the Passage?
What’s the Big Idea?

Acts 1:1-8

The book of Acts is the sequel to Luke. It opens with a greeting to Theophilus,
who was also the intended recipient of Luke’s gospel. In Acts 1:1 Luke references his “former book” and picks up where he left off. In this passage, Luke is
restating the Great Commission challenge Jesus gave in Luke 24. Throughout
the rest of the book, Luke shows how that command was being carried out,
as the news of the gospel spread throughout “Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
In verse 4, Luke quotes Jesus as saying something that seems counter-intuitive
at first glance, given the urgency of their task. Jesus had told the disciples to,
“Go, and make disciples of all nations.” But here he says, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak
about.” It would seem that they should have gone with all haste to carry the
news of the risen Savior to the ends of the earth. Understanding why they were
to wait is the key to understanding this passage.

In this passage Luke shows
Jesus’ call to take the gospel
to the ends of the earth, and
He specifies the power by
which we must do this. The
Holy Spirit is the source of
that power, and in fact, is so
indispensable that Jesus tells
the disciples NOT to go tell
people about Him until they
are filled with the Spirit. We
also need to be sure we are
empowered by the Spirit, and
then go tell people how they
can begin a relationship with
God through Christ.

What Are You Waiting For?
The conversation Jesus is referencing is recorded in John 14-16. Take a second
read through those chapters and then come back here for a bit of commentary.
Pay special attention to John 14:25-15:8, and 15:26-16:16.
As you probably noticed, Jesus had a lot to talk about that night. Notice two
topics that were prominent throughout his discourse: power and witnessing. In
15:1-8 He says over and over that there is no power, no fruitfulness, unless we
are connected to Him:
• No branch can bear fruit in itself. It must remain in the vine. (15:4)
• Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. (15:4)
• If a man remains in me and I in him he will bear much fruit. (15:5)
• Apart from me you can do nothing. (15:5)
And look how often he comments on how the Spirit will help us know and
communicate truth:
• But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have
said to you. (14:26)
• When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, He will testify about
me. And you also must testify. (15:26,27)
• When He comes, He will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and
righteousness and judgment. (16:7)
• But when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth.
(16:13)
Continued on page 2

What’s the Problem?
Apart from the power of
the Holy Spirit we have no
capacity to influence people
for Christ. All our efforts are
in vain if He is not enabling us.
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What’s Our Response?
Keep that in mind and you’ll see that what Jesus is about to say isn’t anything
new. It’s just a recap of what He’d already taught the disciples.
Baptized with the Holy Spirit
Being baptized with the Spirit is synonymous with being filled with the Spirit.
Both terms describe a person who has surrendered his or her life to Christ and
is being controlled and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
When that happens the power and ability to witness begins to flow. As we are
filled with the Spirit, He teaches us what to say, He gives supernatural power to
our words so they will actually have an effect, and He convicts the people we
are speaking to of their guilt and need for a savior. Only the Spirit can open a
person’s eyes to see his or her deplorable condition before God. As He does,
the gospel message comes with power to hearts He has prepared.
According to Jesus, the power that the Spirit provides is absolutely critical to
the success of the mission. Without the Spirit and His power, the disciples
were to do nothing. In fact, according to John 15:4-5, without His power they
couldn’t have done anything even if they wanted. Rather than try and fail, Jesus
told them to wait for the Spirit to come upon them.
In verses 6-7, Luke interrupts the logical flow of the passage to show how the
disciples’ focus was off. Jesus responds to their question about the Kingdom of
Israel by directing their attention back to the kingdom of heaven, and is more
explicit: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth” (v. 8).
We are given that power so that we can tell people about Jesus, enabling them
to know Him, too. There is no point to having the power of the Holy Spirit, if
we aren’t sharing the gospel. And there is no point in sharing the gospel, if we
don’t have the Spirit’s power.
The critical thing for you to communicate is that great power is available to us
in the Holy Spirit. By faith, we can be filled with the Spirit and receive supernatural power to be His witnesses as He has commanded. As we avail ourselves
of this power, God will use us as He changes people’s lives for all eternity.

End

Help the people in your study
see their need for the power
that the Holy Spirit can give.
Encourage them to read
through the article, “How
to Witness in the Spirit” and
receive the Spirit’s power by
faith.
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What Are the Questions?
Acts 1:1-8
LAUNCH

If I were to tell you we are going to cancel Bible study and go sharing right now, how would you feel? Excited, frightened, intimidated? Why?
EXPLORE

Read Acts 1:1-4.
1. What is the “former book” to which the author is
referring?
2. Who is Theophilus?
3. In Matthew 28, the command given is: “Go, and make
disciples….” Here, Jesus says, “Do not leave, but
wait….” Why weren’t the disciples supposed to go
and go quickly?
4. Where had the disciples heard Jesus speak about this
gift before?
Read John 14:25-15:8 and 15:26-16:16.
5. What was the gift?
6. What are some of the themes you notice being
repeated?

7. What is Jesus’ main point in John 15:1-8?
8. List all the times Jesus mentions the Spirit in reference to our knowing and communicating the truth.
Read Acts 1:5-8
9. What does it mean to be baptized with the Holy
Spirit?
10. Why did the disciples ask about the Kingdom of
Israel? How did Jesus respond?
11. What will the Holy Spirit give them? For what
purpose?
12. What will they be able to do before the Spirit comes?
13. How does the Spirit empower us to witness?

APPLY

14. Have you ever felt powerless while talking to people
about Jesus?

17. When was the last conversation you had with a nonChristian concerning Jesus?

15. Jesus speaks of this power as a gift. Sometimes it may
feel like a gift we’d like to exchange. Do you want this
power? What is attractive or repulsive to you about
the gift?

18. What does that suggest to you about the reality of
the Spirit’s power in your life?

16. How are you experiencing His power in your life right
now?
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What Are the Answers?
1. The former book is Luke.
2. The name means “lover of God.”
It was either a literal individual,
or a figurative way to address all
who love God.
3. They were lacking something
necessary to accomplish the
task—namely, the Holy Spirit.
4. The disciples had heard Jesus
speak of this gift in John 14-16
among other places.
5. The gift is the Holy Spirit.
6. Allow the group to discuss. Two
of the major themes are power
and witnessing.
7. We can do nothing if we are not
connected to Him.
8. But the Counselor, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you
all things and will remind you of
everything I have said to you.
(14:26)
When the Counselor comes,
whom I will send to you from the

Memorize
Father, the Spirit of truth who
goes out from the Father, He will
testify about me. And you also
must testify. (15:26,27)
When He comes, He will convict
the world of guilt in regard to sin
and righteousness and judgment.
(16:7)

But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes
on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.
Acts 1:8

But when He, the Spirit of Truth,
comes, He will guide you into all
truth. (16:13)
9. It is synonymous with being filled
with the Spirit. Both describe a
person who is yielded to Christ,
and empowered and directed by
the Holy Spirit.
10. Their focus was on earthly things,
not the heavenly kingdom. Jesus
very graciously redirected their
focus back to the critical task
before them.
11. The Holy Spirit will give them
power, so they can effectively tell
people about Christ.
12. They are not able to do anything.
13.-18. Allow the group to discuss.
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